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Captain Tim Huntingford — A Hacker’s Life

As may be evident from my accent, | was born and raised in the
south, in Surrey, the third of five offspring of a carpenter and a
nanny. On my mother’s side, the family came originally from
France with William the Conqueror in 1066 so we helped win one
battle against the English!

After attending the village primary school, | was sent to a strange
boarding school in Sussex —it was a charitable foundation which
you could only attend if your parent(s) had an income below a set
level; we had to wear a uniform unchanged since the school was
founded in the 17" century: a full length coat with silver coloured
buttons waist to neck, a pleated lower half split at the front to the

waist, yellow knee socks and knee breeches. My friends who have seen the pictures of me so
attired say that this explains a lot about my character!

Much to the amazement of my family | made it to Oxford, which was not deemed a place for the
likes of me, and read history. Unsure of what | wanted to do thereafter, a careers adviser
suggested | consider social work and, considering myself a left winger out to change the world,
| agreed to try it — ah, the dreams of youth!

After training | became a probation officer in Oxford, by then married to my first wife, a fellow
student. When she moved to lecture at Glasgow University in 1974, | got a job in the Social
Work Department of East Kilbride Burgh which became part of Strathclyde Regional Council in
1975.

In 1977 | moved to set up a social work project in Blackhill, the poorest and most deprived
scheme in Scotland. We were a small team based up a close, and though many said | would
not survive 10 minutes — being both English and from the ‘welfare’ — | stayed there for 10 years.
Perhaps the biggest honour | have ever received (apart, of course, from becoming Captain of
HPGC) was when the residents of Blackhill organized a leaving party for me in the Miners
Welfare Club, complete with songs and skits written for the occasion. A great night for the man
from the welfare!

From there, after several jobs in work with offenders and child protection, | moved in 1995 to
the newly formed West Dunbartonshire Council, firstly as Director of Social Work, adding
Housing and finally by a chapter of accidents ending up as Chief Executive.

Like Blackhill West Dunbartonshire is not without its problems, but despite its bad press it is full
of caring people prepared to fight for their community and their public services. | have the
scars to prove it!

Since retiring in 2006, | have been asked to take on various roles: currently | am the
independent chair of both the Child and the Adult Protection Committees of Renfrewshire; |
serve on the Scottish Committee of Barnardos and am a member of advisory boards which
inspect Scottish police forces and the procurator fiscal service. So along with the small matter
of being Captain of HPGC, whatever happened to peaceful retirement with my slippers on and
my feet up?

| do however find time for some pleasures — my golf isn’t included as | see it as a penance for
past sins. | have two grown up daughters, one a social worker in Glasgow, the other working in
Florence and despite their ages isn't it strange how you still end up paying? | have persuaded
my wife Mairi to take up golf (or she decided ‘if you can’t beat ‘em join ‘em’). We travel a lot —
in November we go toTanzania to mark Mairi’s retirement.

| am also the owner of a leg each of two racehorses, one of which, Boundless Spirit, ran at
Royal Ascot. But sadly did not win.
A full life and a good one. Now, if only | could get my handicap down.....
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lan Claessens’ Retirement
The function held on 30 April to mark lan’s retirement and to fundraise for the juniors
was a great success. Frank and his catering team provided their usual excellent meal
before an entertaining talk by Jim Stevenson, outgoing President of the SRU.

During the second half of the evening lan Claessens was presented with a framed
print of the course, Honorary Clubhouse membership and a cheque. lan was
accompanied by his wife, Ann, and their children and partners.

The raffle and contribution from the ticket price raised over £500 for the Junior
Section.

Professional Golf Tournament At Hilton Park
The second event in the new Xltec Pro Golf Tour was held on the
Hilton on Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 April. The start on
Wednesday was delayed for an hour after heavy rain during the
night. The field included men and women professionals and
amateurs. The event was won by Chris Kelly with a total of 133.
Hilton Park’s Gordon Yates finished joint third, having been just
one off the lead after the first day. There were eight women on
the field, including Buchanan Castle’s Kylie Walker. Four ladies
came from south of the border. Corisand Lee from the West
Lancs club on Merseyside was joint third alongside Gordon
Yates.

New Tees Now In Use
The new tees on the Hilton were used
for the first time on Tuesday 25 May
for the Midweek Medal.

This is how the 8" looks
from the new Medal Tee.

Ladies Competition Booking Online

The first competition available for booking online will be the Vicotry Cup Stableford
on Saturday 26 June. You must be registered with ‘Howdidido’. For this
competition there will be a limited number of times available online but if it proves
successful there will be more available in future.
To book into this competition follow these steps:
1) Log on to Howdidido
2) Click on My Golf
3) Click on Start Sheets
4) Find the competition you wish to book into (Victory Cup Stableford Sat 6/6) and

click on the title of the competition.
5) Click on a tee time marked 'Available’
6) Click Finish. You should now be booked into the competition.
Please note that tee times available online are also available to book via the
clubhouse and Pro Shop terminals.

Winners of the Gents Senior
Outing to Aberdour last month

From left to right, Richard Hiseman,
Robert Brown and lain Murray.




